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SPECIAL TO THE BONANZA

January is National Radon
Action Month, and the
Nevada Radon Education
Program of University of
Nevada Cooperative
Extension will offer a free
radon education presentation
at the Incline Village Library,
845 Alder Ave., on Thursday,
Jan. 10, at 6:30 p.m.

Attendees can learn about
the radon health risk, how to
test for it and how to fix
radon problems. A certified
radon mitigator will also
present information on radon
mitigation and free radon test
kits will be offered.

Additional radon education
presentations will also be
offered Jan. 26 at the North
Valleys Library in Reno at
noon and Jan. 30 at the
South Valleys Library in Reno
at 6 p.m.

Radon is a naturally occur-
ring, radioactive gas present
in many homes, schools and

buildings, yet few people
know of the health risk nor
have tested for it. Most people
associate lung cancer with
smoking, but radon is the
leading cause of lung cancer
among nonsmokers.

Every year, radon-induced
lung cancer kills more people
than secondhand smoke,
drunk driving, falls in the
home, drowning or home
fires. The U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) esti-
mates 21,000 Americans die
each year from lung cancer
caused by indoor radon expo-
sure.

The EPA recommends
remediation if the home’s
radon level is at or above 4
picoCuries per liter of air
(pCi/l). According to experts,
living in a home with an aver-
age radon level of 4 pCi/l
poses a similar risk of devel-
oping lung cancer to smoking
half a pack of cigarettes a
day.

Radon-induced lung cancer

is highly preventable. A sim-
ple three-day test can deter-
mine if a house has a radon
problem and winter is an
ideal time to test a home for
radon. When a home is
closed up during cooler
weather months, radon con-
centrations typically increase.

In Incline Village, 34 per-
cent of the homes tested
found radon levels at or
above the EPA Action Level of
4 pCi/l. More than 35 percent
of homes in the 89451 zip
code area had elevated radon
levels, followed by zip code
89450 with 27 percent and
89452 at 25 percent.

One can’t predict which
homes will have high radon
levels, as two neighboring
homes can have very different
radon levels. Therefore
UNCE, EPA and the Nevada
State Health Division urge all
Nevadans to have their
homes tested for radon. 
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Global warming presentation
by Nobel Prize team winner

Chris Field, a 2007 Nobel Prize team
winner and lead author of the study on
the effects of global climate change will
be the keynote speaker at Tahoe South’s
Operation Sierra Storm Meteorologist
Conference, Jan 10. 

Field was the co-chair for Working
Group II of the Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change (IPCC) which shared
the 2007 Peace Prize with former Vice
President Al Gore. He’s the director of
the Department of Global Ecology,
Carnegie Institution for Science at
Stanford University and a 2009 Heinz
Award recipient, recognizing extraordi-
nary environmental achievement. 

Endorsed by the National Weather
Service and American Meteorological
Society, the three-day conference com-
bines ongoing education, topical and
newsworthy discussions, networking
opportunities and live broadcasts from
news affiliates throughout the West
Coast. Attendees include television
meteorologists.

This year’s conference will examine
current and future climate change
expectations, policy matters, Hurricane
Sandy and avalanche forecasting, aware-
ness and safety.

Field was part of the Nobel Prize win-
ning team that assessed the scientific,
technical, environmental, economic and
social aspects of the vulnerability (sensi-
tivity and adaptability) to climate change
and the negative and positive conse-
quences for ecological systems, socio-
economic sectors and human health,
with an emphasis on regional and cross-
sectoral issues.

Speakers include Rebecca Anderson,
principal scientist, who will present
research conducted from Arctic and
Antarctica ice core drilling; Andy
Anderson, Sierra Avalanche Center; and
Bob Roberts, president and CEO of
California Ski Industry Association.

Field’s presentation will be open to the
public, Thursday, Jan. 10, 8-9:30 a.m. at
Harveys Cabaret Theater. Limited free
seating available, with RSVP required by
5 p.m. Monday, Jan. 7 at www.survey-
monkey.com/s/SLT_OSS_RSVP.

Myanmar, presented by Dr. Toni
Neubauer

Myanmar is the largest country in
Southeast Asia — twice as large as
Vietnam and approximately the size of
Great Britain and France combined.
Within the borders are as many as 135
nationalities each with their own lan-
guages and dialects. The history of
Myanmar dates back before the time of
Buddha in the fifth century BC., yet today
Myanmar is a country caught in a time
warp, isolated from the rest of the world
for more than 30 years, and leaping pre-
cipitously into modernity.

At the same time, Myanmar is a magi-
cal country where people kiss by sniffing,
there are eight days in a week, and the
major unit of currency has been deter-
mined by astrology.

Join Toni Neubauer, president of Myths
and Mountains to learn more about this
very special destination. Neubauer
“speaks five languages, holds a doctorate
in educational administration as well as a
masters in French literature, and has visit-
ed 57 countries around the world. For
more than 20 years, Toni has traveled
within Asia and Southesast Asia, getting to
know the people and their way of life.”

Thursday, Jan. 31, 4 p.m. at the Incline
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Tahoe Regional
Planning Agency staff
dug into their wallets
and scoured shopping
and grocery stores
continuing the tradi-
tion of bringing a little
cheer to local children
and families in need
over the holidays.

This year staff pro-
vided gifts of clothes
and toys to 35 foster
children ages 4-17
through Court
Appointed Special
Advocates (CASA).

“TRPA staff was very
enthusiastic about
helping local foster
kids with so little.
These children have
no families, no toys,
and our staff jumped
at the opportunity to
help,” said Gary
Weigel, TRPA’s lead
front counter planner.
“Even customers com-
ing in for permits got
into the holiday spirit
and sponsored chil-
dren this year.”

In addition, TRPA
staff adopted a family
through the Tahoe
Family Resource
Center and provided
wrapped presents of
new, warm clothes
and toys for a single
mother and her three
children, as well as
three boxes of food
and nearly $600 in
local gift cards for the

family.
“It’s hard not to

notice the need in our
community,” said
Jeanne McNamara,
TRPA’s director of
Implementation, who
initiated the family gift
drive.

“Staff really got into
the holiday spirit with
so many gifts and toys
for the family,” she
said.

In addition, TRPA
Environmental

Specialist Ethan
Casaday spent a week
of his vacation time
working with USAID in
Haiti teaching a road
engineering course to
local contractors on
how to avoid negative
environmental impacts
during road construc-
tion.

“Going to Haiti
renewed my apprecia-
tion of all of the great
things that we have in
America,” Casaday

said. “In Haiti I saw
the utter chaos that
can occur with a lack
of planning, with a
small underfunded
government, and little
or no public services.
It was a great experi-
ence; however, I was
so thankful to be home
to see the crystal clean
Tahoe waters, blue
skies, smooth high-
ways and nice neigh-
borhoods. We should
be very thankful for

everything we have!”
The Tahoe Regional

Planning Agency coop-
eratively leads the
effort to preserve,
restore, and enhance
the unique natural and
human environment of
the Lake Tahoe Region
now and in the future.
For additional infor-
mation, call Kristi
Boosman at 775-589-
5230 or send an email
to
kboosman@trpa.org.

Tahoe Regional Planning
Agency staff helps those in need 

Courtesy photo
TRPA's Ethan Casaday, far lower right, with his engineering pupils in Haiti.  

Radon education offered next week at Incline library
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According to UNCE, radon-
induced lung cancer kills more
people each year than second-
hand smoke, drunk driving,
falls in the home, drowning or
home fires.
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